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weather by way of pleasure. The cold was so intense that
I was obliged to have frequent recourse to the gin bottle.
These sea parties soon made me hold the Chelsea reach
sailing in contempt.

About this period my friend, William Cane, commenced
sailor, having caused a handsome cutter of twenty tons
to be built for him by Cleverly, the Quaker, of Gravesend.
With him (Cane) I often went, as I also did with Colonel
Charles Cooper of the Guards (a natural son of Lord
Holland's) who had a famous vessel which he called the
Porpoise. He lived in an excellent house about a mile
distant from Tilbury Fort, having a charming woman for
his wife. In this family I spent many happy days, and here
I often met Mr. James Bigger of the East India house, who
was as much attached to sailing as any of us. In the same
neighbourhood resided General Desaguliers and Alderman
Kirkman, who had both large vessels, but accommodation
and ease having been made the first object, they could not
sail with Cane or Cooper's cutters, the latter from being
fuller in the bows always beat Cane in a high sea, of which
he became so jealous that he ordered Cleverly to build
another of such construction as to outsail the Porpoise, and
the Quaker correctly executed the order, for we never fell
in with a vessel at all near the same size that we did not
beat hollow. Of this cutter I shall have occasion to say
more hereafter.

Robert Mitford, whom I have already mentioned as one
of the party that often met at the Shakespear and other
houses in Covent Garden, was a near relation of the Mr,
Boodle who from having squandered away a handsome
fortune was reduced to the necessity of accepting the
management of one of the fashionable gaming houses in
Pall Mall which bore his name, being called "Boodle's/*
and to this Mr. Boodle I was introduced by Mitford, after
which introduction I spent many a jovial night at his house,
At the time my acquaintance with him commenced he was
nearly sixty years of age, and, notwithstanding he had lived
very freely, had still a good constitution, and was of a re-